The Agta are a Philippine Negrito minority people living in the central 
region of Cagayan Province in the northeastern part of the island of Luzon, 
from the Cagayan River on the west to the foothills of the Sierra Madre 
mountains on the east, and from the northern boundary of Lallo municipality 
to central Penablanca municipality in the south. Migration into Penablanca 
has been only very recent, since early 1984* Another small group has been 
living in the extreme northeast coastal area near the towns of Santa Ana 
and San Vicente, although Negritos in this area prior to 1981 belong to a 
different language group referred to in the literature as Eastern Cagayan 
Agta. 

There has never been a completed official census of the Central Cagayan 
Agta. However, tentative surveys made in 1957 by Alan Healey and Dick Roe 
of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (unpublished data in SIL survey 
files) resulted in an estimate of about six hundred Agtas (see also Healey 



1960:1). During 1979-80 the present compilers had regular contact with 
about two hundred Agtas living in the municipality of Gattaran on a three- 
hundred-hectare civil reservation for minority groups, particularly Agtas. 
It seems reasonable to assume that in the other municipalities where Agtas 
traditionally lived there were more than another four hundred. 

Agtas have traditionally lived a seminomadic lifestyle. Marriage alliances 
give them reason to travel extensively throughout their language territory 
and sometimes even beyond it. They may remain for days or even months at a 
time. Every family, however, has a territory which it considers lugar mi 
'our place' where they know every detail of the forest, its streams, 
specific trees, hills, etc., and where they have intimate trading 
relationships with lowland farmers living around the fringes of the 
forests. A familiar area may be about one hundred square kilometers, and 
virtually any spot not being lived on or used for farming may be selected 
as a building site for a small community of one to six houses. Community 
sites may change two or three times a year and even be revisited depending 
upon the form of activity that is in season for making a living. Planting 
and harvest seasons for the lowland farmers will find the Agtas living 
nearby in order to take advantage of work in these activities. Slack times 
for lowland farmers will find the Agtas living closer to or in the forests, 
hunting or gathering rattan and other salable products which they trade for 
rice or sell in the markets. 
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